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   The first stage of the Gateway 
House renovation, three new roofs 
and the repainting of the exterior of 
the  buildings, was completed in 
November. And we were $2,000+ 
under budget.   
  Stage two… The facility provides 
a safe and clean living environment 
mainly because of the work done 
by the men of the Gateway House. 
As part of their “giving back to the 
community”, residents make the 
repairs to their home that are neces-
sary to keep Gateway comfortable 
and affordable. But the facility is 
getting very close to “shabby”.  
Our capital improvement campaign 
is reversing this, giving the Gate-
way men a home that they can have 
pride in and be an example of what 
life in recovery promises.  
  Now that the leaking roofs are 
replaced we will correct the water 
damaged ceilings and  walls. The 
kitchen cabinets are younger than 
the buildings but older than some 
of the residents. The carpet is guar-
anteed for 10 years...but is 18 years 
old.  Little needs to be done with 
the electric which has been re-
placed and is current. Some up-
dated fixtures are planned for cos-
metic reasons.  Most  plumbing 
fixtures will be replaced. We pur-
chased most of our furniture from 
Goodwill and Salvation Army 8 
years ago. We would donate them 
back to Goodwill, but they proba-
bly can’t use them. 
  We have raised $145,000 of our 
$255,000 budget and we will com-
plete work one unit at a time until 
we have completed the project or 
used the funds raised. 

   Your help with this project will 
be greatly appreciated. ( See page 
two, column one ) 
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The Gateway House 
is the only independ-

ent transitional 
house in Southwest 
Ohio that is run by 

professional, State of 
Ohio licensed staff. 

Our residents rely on 
their AA and NA spon-

sors to lead them in 
their recovery attempt. 
They also utilize the fel-
lowship of other recov-
ering men and women 
in these 12 step pro-

grams. 

Having the additional 
support of a State of 
Ohio Licensed Inde-

pendent Social 
Worker / State of Ohio 
Licensed Independent 
Chemical Dependency 
Counselor is an added 
benefit that provides a 

unique recovery           
experience. �
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Greater Cincinnati is fortu-
nate to have an abundance of 
family and corporate charita-
ble foundations that have 
been established by individu-
als and companies whose 
generosity and concern for 
their community have long 
benefited this area. Their 
requirement of long term 
financial responsibility, how-
ever, make it very difficult 
for small, innovative non-
profits, such as the Gateway 
House, to access funding.  
The Greater Cincinnati 
Foundation has found the 
key to providing funding for 
organizations such as the 
Gateway House while assur-
ing fiscal responsibility. 
The Greater Cincinnati 
Foundation has established a 
procedure that allowed the 
Gateway House to submit a 
pre-funding request, partici-

pate in a site visit by Founda-
tion professionals, submit a 
formal funding request and 
successfully complete an inter-
view / presentation to the 
Foundation funding board. 
This procedure allowed the 
Foundation to assure that they 
provided the oversight respon-

sibility that their funders re-
quire. During this process the 
Foundation was also able to 
assist the Gateway House by 
assigning a grant professional to 
work with the Gateway House 
director, assisting with the com-
pleting of grant forms and an-
swering questions  that arose 
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non profit services coordi-
nator Christian Appleby 
suggested developing a 
documentary that could be 
run on community access 

channels and could be used 
for promotion as well as 
education of new residents. 
Christian has worked with 
many non profits and felt 
that there was a story here 
that was worth telling. 
Christopher and his assistant 

have made numerous trips 
to the Gateway House to 
observe, film, interview, 
refilm and plan the product 
that he was about to de-
velop. Many of the resi-
dents participated in this 
effort by giving insight 
into their life at the Gate-
way House , what they 
have learned and how new 
residents can best access 
the services at the Gate-
way House.  
We hope to have the DVD 
available for broadcast by 
the end of this month and 
on our web site by late 
January.  
www.mediabridges.org

  Well, maybe not in the 
movies, but we are going 
to be immortalized in the 
21st century replacement 
for celluloid... the DVD. 
  Media Bridges is a non 
profit organization that 
serves the Cincinnati area 
by providing the educa-
tion, equipment, and envi-
ronment to assist people in 
communicating effectively 
through media. 
  We approached Media 
Bridges for assistance in 
communicating our mis-
sion and rules to new resi-
dents. After reviewing our 
program, Media Bridges 
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during this process. The end 
result was a grant to the Gate-
way House that assured the 
success of our renovation 
project. As a recognized 
leader in this community, the 
Greater Cincinnati Founda-
tion also gave credibility to 
our organization and our pro-
ject. The endorsement by the 
Greater Cincinnati Founda-
tion provided the Gateway 
House with leverage in seek-
ing assistance from other im-
portant foundations and indi-
viduals. 
For non profit organizations 
seeking funding and financial 
guidance, or for donors seek-
ing a way to assure that their 
gifts are handled profession-
ally, the Greater Cincinnati 
Foundation is an invaluable 
resource in the Cincinnati 
area.    
www.greatercincinnatifdn.org 
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I came from a good family 
that did what they could with 
what they had to give me a 
good start in life. But I started 
drinking and drugging at an 
early age, trying to fit in. Dur-
ing the next 35 years I would 
go to college, serve in the Air 
Force, get married and start a 
family. I worked many jobs, 
not really committing myself 
to anyone or anything.  
My life got to the point where 
I thought it wasn’t worth liv-
ing. I was sleeping outside in 
the cold and didn’t know 
where my next meal was 
coming from. I had given up 
the hope of living a normal 
life.  I found out that  I could-
n’t commit suicide, but I 
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 The Gateway House ac-
cepted its first referral 
from the Center for 
Chemical Addictions 
Treatment in November 8, 
1998.  
In the following nine 
years we have accepted 
762 men from the CCAT 
program. 
This is important to us 
because we are aware that 
we are only as good as our 
partners.  

couldn’t live like this. After 
being discharged from V. A. 
hospital, I came to the Gate-
way House to begin my trip 
back to sanity. Gateway is 
teaching me a lot, especially 
how to treat other people the 
way I want to be treated and 
how to care about someone 
other than myself. 
The miracle is that my family 
has begun to accept me again. 
As a result I was able to attend 
my son’s high school gradua-
tion and, this fall, see him off 
to the Massachusetts  Institute 
of Technology on an academic 
scholarship. For the first time 
in years I was able to spend 
Thanksgiving with my family. 
All that I can say is thank God 

for A. A. and the Gateway 
House for giving me a 
chance. When everyone else 
had given up on me, when 
even I had given up on me, 
Gateway helped me realize 
that I am somebody and that 
everyone deserves to suc-
ceed. 
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 CCAT is one of the pre-
mier treatment facilities 
in this region. CCAT 
provides medically 
monitored detoxification 
and short-term residen-
tial treatment for alcohol 
and drug addiction to any 
resident of Hamilton 
County.  
CCAT provides first 
class treatment regard-
less of an individual’s 
financial resources. 
 

 The professional staff  at CCAT is well 
known for its compassionate care - em-
phasizing recovery in a clean, safe and 
nurturing environment.  
The excellent treatment that CCAT pro-
vides is evident by the eagerness for re-
covery, the willingness to grow and the 
awareness of the disease of addiction ex-
hibited by the men who come to the Gate-
way House from CCAT. Our success with 
these recovering addicts would not be as 
prominent if it were not for the intense, 
quality treatment experience that they had 
received from the exceptional counselors 
and support staff at CCAT. 
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GATEWAY HOUSE 
2232VINE STREET 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 45219 

Phone 513-421-9333 
Fax     513-421-5322 
Web Site: 
www.GatewayHouseRecovery.org 

gifts that life has given and 
the gifts that we have 
shared and to share memo-
ries. 
   This is true at the Gate-
way House. However, in 
early recovery, the family 
may not be ready to recon-
nect, the gifts of life may be 
more promising in the fu-
ture than in the past, and the 
memories may not mirror 
Norman Rockwell paint-
ings. 
   The Gateway House pro-
vides a healthy alternative 
for our men. Holiday din-
ners are shared each year by 
Gateway residents. The din-
ners are planned and pre-

   Where are you going 
for the holidays? Are you 
going to your parents 
home? To the inlaws? Are 
the kids coming to your 
home? 
   The holidays can be a 
wonderful time to recon-
nect with family and 
friends, to reflect on the 

PHONE 513-421-9333                                                               FAX 513-421-5322 
WWW.GATEWAYHOUSERECOVERY.ORG 

pared by the residents. 
Those with no safe place 
to go can share this holi-
day tradition with other 
residents, with the comfort 
of knowing that they share 
similar history and similar 
hope for the future. Later 
in the day, these residents 
will be joined by the resi-
dents who were able to go 
home for the holidays. 
These men will return 
from their family get to-
gether and share the pro-
gress that they have seen 
in their lives and the hope-
ful future that is possible 
for every successfully re-
covering person. 

   While you and your  
family are enjoying your 
holiday dinners, think of 
the hope that our men rep-
resent, think of those miss-
ing from your table, and 
know that there is the 
promise of even more 
blessings to come. 

 THANK YOU 
RUSSELL FRESE 
PAUL GRONECK 
JAY & KIM GEISLER 
ADAM NORTON 
And 
ANDY UHLENBROCK 
from MONTGOMERY 
ROAD KROGERS 
FOR YOUR HELP WITH  
THIS MEAL. 


